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Center for Wooden Boats

1010 Valley Street – Waterway 4
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View SW - CWB at left; MOHAI at right

View SE – across Valley Street, Ford Assembly Plant Bldg.

Neighborhood Context 
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View W – SLU Streetcar, CWB Wagner Ed. Center at right

View S – Lake Union Park, MOHAI, Wagner Education Center

Neighborhood Context 
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Nearby Landmarks

1. American Meter & Appliance Building
2. PSPL Co. Utilities Building
3. Pacific-Ford McKay Building
4. Naval Reserve Armory / MOHAI
5. Tugboat Arthur Foss, Virginia V, 

Fireboat Duwamish, Lightship 
Relief/Swiftsure

6. Ford Assembly Plant
7. Supply Laundry Building
8. Jensen Block
9. Lake Union Steam Plant
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Boat Shop (1982-83)

Pavilion (1984)

Oar House (1984)

Boathouse (1988-89)

---------

Totem Pole (2007)

Carving Shed (2008)

Floating Classrooms (2008)

Education Center (2018)



Criterion A: It is the location of, or is associated in a significant way with, a historic 

event with a significant effect upon the community, City, state, or nation

Criterion B: It is associated in a significant way with the life of a person important in 

the history of the City, state, or nation

Criterion C: It is associated in a significant way with a significant aspect of the cultural, 

political, or economic heritage of the community, City, state or nation

Criterion D: It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural style, 

or period, or a method of construction

Criterion E: It is an outstanding work of a designer or builder

Criterion F: Because of its prominence of spatial location, contrasts of siting, age, or 

scale, it is an easily identifiable visual feature of its neighborhood or the city and 

contributes to the distinctive quality or identity of such neighborhood or the City

The object, site, or improvement must also possess integrity or the ability to 

convey its significance. 
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Landmark Designation Standards 
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Lake Union Timeline

1882 – Lumber mill established at south end

1890s – Railway and streetcar development

1906 – Gas plant at north end of lake opens

View of Lake Union, looking NW. Lumber mill at right center built in 1882. 

Photo: Seattle Public Library

c. 1885

Western Mill Co., South Lake Union, ca. 

1891 Photo by Frank La Roche, UWSC 
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Lake Union Timeline

1912-1921 – Lake Union Power Plant built

1917 – Lake WA Ship Canal opens

1932 – Aurora bridge completed

1942 – Naval Reserve Armory completed

1956 – Gas plant at north end of lake closes

1977 – Seattle Shoreline Management Program

View of Lake Union, looking N, 1919. MOHAI

Blanchard Boat Yard, MOHAI
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Waterway 4 & Adjacent Parcels

~1910-1960s City Street Dept.

~1920s-30s  Red Arrow Coal and Red Devil Coal 

1942  Naval Reserve Armory completed

1946 Belknap Glass Co. Warehouse built

1983  Center for Wooden Boats

1990 Belknap Warehouse demolished

Baist Map, Plate 10, (partial image), 1912.

King County Assessor Photo
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South Lake Union, 1949. Source: Ron Edge

Belknap Glass, 1947. King County Assessor.

City of Seattle Asphalt Plant, 1962. Municipal Archives. 
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South Lake Union, undated (pre-1990). Source: CWB Collection



Center for Wooden Boats Timeline

1968 – Wagners begin boat livery business

The Old Boathouse

1976 – Monthly meetings begin

1977 – Seattle’s First Wooden Boat Festival

1978 – Center for Wooden Boats incorporates

1980 – The Old Boathouse closes

– Wagner files permits for use of WW4

1983 – South Lake Union CWB campus opens

1986 – Wawona schooner arrives at WW4

2009 – Wawona removed & disassembled

13Dick Wagner & John Gardner, 1977, CWB Collection
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Dick Wagner’s proposal for the old gas plant on Lake Union, 1969, 

Floating Homes Association Newsletter, July 1969.
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Richard (Dick) Wagner (1933-2017)

Co-founder & Designer, Center for Wooden Boats 

Early campus drawings, Dick Wagner, 1970s.

CWB Collection
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16Shavings, January 1980 

Waterway 4, early 1980s, CWB Collection 

The Seattle Times, March 25, 1982 



Boat shop under construction, 1982 or 1983, CWB Collection Shavings, July/August, 1983
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Aerial Image of Waterway 4, by Phil Webber, c. 1985, CWB Collection
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1984

Site Plan for Center for Wooden Boats, 1984. 



CWB campus, 1988, CWB Collection CWB campus, 1988, CWB Collection
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CWB campus, c. 1990, CWB Collection
20
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Boat Shop – 1982-83
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Boat Shop drawings, 

Dick Wagner, 1981



23

Boat Shop – 1982-83
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Boat Shop – 1982-83
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Boat Shop – 1982-83
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Pavilion – 1984

Oar House – 1984 
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Pavilion, 1984
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Oar House – 1984
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Boathouse – 1988-89
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Boathouse, 1988-89
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Boathouse – 1988-89

Facing SWFacing NE
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Boathouse – 1988-89

Boathouse – first floor classroom

Boathouse - entryway
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Boathouse – 1988-89

Boathouse – second floor library and office
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Totem Pole – 2007 

Carving Shed – 2008

Floating Classrooms – 2008

Wagner Education Center – 2018 



Colleen Wagner
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Dick Wagner
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Wagner designed the campus “to reflect a scale and 

character of a turn-of-the-century Seattle waterfront boat 

livery and small boatbuilding facility.”

“I just designed what I thought would look good in the scale 

of the boats that we had…I wanted them to be small and 

intimate and easy to feel at home in.” – Dick Wagner



Criterion A: It is the location of, or is associated in a significant way with, 

a historic event with a significant effect upon the community, City, state, or 

nation

Criterion B: It is associated in a significant way with the life of a person 

important in the history of the City, state, or nation

Criterion C: It is associated in a significant way with a significant aspect 

of the cultural, political, or economic heritage of the community, City, state 

or nation

Criterion D: It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an 

architectural style, or period, or a method of construction

Criterion E: It is an outstanding work of a designer or builder

Criterion F: Because of its prominence of spatial location, contrasts of 

siting, age, or scale, it is an easily identifiable visual feature of its 

neighborhood or the city and contributes to the distinctive quality or 

identity of such neighborhood or the City

The object, site, or improvement must also possess integrity or the 

ability to convey its significance. 
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Landmark Designation Standards 


